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The National Archives of the U.S.A., Document No. 312. 112 R 44/1 Department of
State, Office of the Solicitor, “Comments on Ameen Rihani, Desires Department’s

aid... Against Mexico”. June 20, 1918.
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National Archives of U. S. A., Document No. 312. 122 R 44/1 Department of
State, Office of the Solicitor, “Comments on Ameen Rihani Desires Department’s
aid... Against Mexico”. June 20, 1918.
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The National Archives of U. S. A. Document No. 312. 112 R 44/2 “a Letter from
Ameen Rihani to the Secretary of State, Requesting him telegraph to Ambassador
at Mexico City to find out if he would be Permitted to return to Mexico” August
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The National Archives of U. S. A., Document No. 032. R 44 “a Letter of In- (§))
structions sent by W. J. Oarr, for the Secretary of State, to American High Com-
missioner in Constantinople, American Consul in Beirut, in Baghdad, and in Aden
asking ftor reports on Ameen Kiham, and his ‘Lnp 1n Arabia’, june 19, 22, 1922
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The National Archives of U. S. A., Document No., R 44 “a Letter of Confidential (§¢)
Instructions Sent by W. J. QOarr for the Secretary of State, to American High Com-
missioner in Constantinople, American Consul in Beirut, in Baghdad and in Aden.
Asking for Reports on Ameen Rihani and his Trip in Arabia”. 19, 11922.
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Amin Rihani During Visit to Aden and Interior” a Report sent by the American
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The National Archives of U. S. A., Document No. 032. R 44 “Movements of Amin Rihani CEAY)
During Visit to Aden and Interior” a Reports sent by the American Consul in Aden Arabia,
July 19, 1922

Dogendly eladl oia win) O day c0de j yay ¢ Gl JI B OV EY)
* Anyone who desires to Serve the Arabs, for the love of their black eyes, establishing peace and
good Understanding between their ruling Ameers and Sultans andKings, has to spend three years
at least in the country, going up and down and back and forth from one Capital to another, and he
has to have three most essential things for the purpose, namely, enthusiasm, money and health.
Now, I was fast losing two of these essentials, and 1 could not with enthusiasm alone continue
my travels”. Rihani, Arabian Peak and Desert, p. 240.
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Rihani, Ibn Sa’oud of Arabia, pp. 69 - 89.
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Then Naticnal Archives of U. S. A, Document No. 032, R 44 “A Letter of Confidential In- (Y4 £)
struchons Sent nv W oarr for the Secratary of State to Amencan Migh Commussioper
Constantinople, American Consul in Beirut, in Baghadad, and in Aden, Asking for Reports on

Ameen Rihani and his Trip in Arabia”. June 19, 22, 1922,
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Chief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs, to Secretary of State, about arranging an appointment

for Ameen Rihani to meet him”. January 13, 1931.
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AMEEN Rirmailv, ¢
YOV MASTIAFMASKAELK G196
NEW YORK -
325 East 68th St, : "

Uctobar Igg I

[ L
L]
- 3
Hon. Henry P, Retcher, 3\'&' .
Under-Secretary of State, \ /x ©
washington, D. C, ) : ‘{§
Ooctober 27. 19
-Deer Sir; .
1 did not have ths pleasure of seeing you in Hdexic
"there in tho winter of 1918'desng some work for our Covernment and the Allies

and getting, vs you psrhaps remember, “thirty threc-ed" for it.

I am now planning a trip to Arnbis, not for “"recroation” or as "a tourist”,
but on a buoiness of high Smportance, The onclosed 1ist of questions, which
are of vital interoct to tha whole worlé to~day and which 1 shall not answer
until I have gone over tho ground thoroughly, will give you an idea of what
1 propoess to do. I huve sany friends among tho Arabe; end one of then, vho o )
is an officinal of tho Covernment of Hedjaz, is goirg te accompany me through ‘
the Penisula, I shall probably pet at sources of inforuation, without rnning Gy 37,
any danger, that are kardly accessible to s European or an Aaerican wrifter. N:‘ ;
And I have no axe to grind-~cxcept the mxo of Civilization. Local politilcs z
*¥ill ndt concern me--1 shull go through tho country as an obsorver onlyy-and ; -

j

1 shall be very careful, & a good Ascricen, rot ‘s de anything thut pight
enbarazs the Govornment. °

Now, I write you about this watter for two reasons: First, our Govern-
ment is no doubt interosted in the duvelepmert of conditions in the Nea &lt.\k
particularly in desopotamia and Arabia; and I ahall be Plaased té~TuUrn
it, from no othsr than a Purady patriotic wolive, a report on the subject,

There will be a book, of course, which I shall pPublish later, Uy interest in
Islam,-in Arabia rather, is that of a friend whe desires to ses her go forward
hand in hand with Xuropean Civilization, ls this pouib@! That’s what 1 want
1o find out,

1f our Covernoont's interest goecs cven beyond this, and thore are other
questions which you or whoevor is in charge ofhear East Dopartment would add
to the 1ist, 1 shall thank you for so doing. 1 como to “ashington for &
the purpose, if 3t is preferrod, J

Secondly, 1 an mow writing to ask you to facilitete the matter of < il
obtaining a passport. I want to go to Djeddah first, wherc oy friend is, &h
thence, either through the Peninsula or around it, up to Boara and Baghdad,

I shall roturn from Baghdad to Dnmascus and Yeirut, to be able to visit my
_mollicr and sisters who are stil) 4n ths :c1d cound Fyeodr i Mot

iz

I shall not moke an application for the Pacsport until I hear from you,
I sunt to leave next mont o With the hopa that vou i1l he en ¥dnmA me . 1.4
ot e ety e epig . o i, w3,
',7.-- LIRS ]

. e mey YOO,
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4.

s.

10.

11,

I3’

REPROOUCEG AT 7 AT THE NA NATIOMAL AACN!VES

Fron Amon ihaad.
NHow dork,

AA

A LIST OF QUESTIONS RFLAT1ING TO ARRABIA )
AND THE ARABS OF TO-DAY.
R % 2t

THE RULING FAKILY OF HLDJAZ—--JFUCA.

1s their ambition at bottom Puﬁ-Inlamic or only Pan-Arabian, Do they, in other
words, want to rulas spiritually the wholo dohar.odan world aas well all the
Arabg of the Penincula!

Is it true that the King of Hedja: in very old fnahionoh, even injmical te
modern civilization, rnnd that of his -four sons only Foiunl, now King of Irak
at Baghdad, 40 a progrossive, houpitable to modern wuropaun idens?

Is the hoir to tho throne at Moccu, row King of Bnyand-Jordnn, like hie
fathor or like his brother Fbiuul' Io he dreaming of the welfare of Arabia
{or-mont or of Islam?!

Can they realize their nmoition for a united Arabie und a new Arab kingdon,
with its capital, say, in °nghdad-

Will the independent Kinge and Bhioto join the stundurd of Feisal for o unitod
Arobia or the standardlef tha King of Mocca for a unitod lslawm, or will they
continue recalcitrant | und hoatile!?

Ifa unitod Arabia is powszibri, vill it be a monace tu buropoan civilization f)

or a friondly agont of it' Ur will it rcmnin a problon to bc colved periecdic~
ally by forco of arms?

Will the Khalifate bo tranoferrod from Constantinople te “occal! And if it is, xit
will it not wplit lclam, or xpax sopcrate the ~onamszedins of lndie from tho
<otam.odans of tho Penineula!l

Is England, in favoring o, hhulifate ut Zucca, leoking to auch an outcome, load-

inp te a widor broach botwcon the kohunmednnz of lpdim and their brethren of
Arabia? .

Is King Feisul radical cndugh to demand a seporation botweun the rcligious -
and the political p@voro of Iolam--to have the Xhnlif at “occa likm the Pope
in Rowo, and he an Yaghdad a modorn conatitutional King! 1o such a reform
wovement in Islam,or ut loart in Arnbiu povoille today?

EDUCATION < . e

e
What is ths oxtent of tho averago Arab of todny- iy thaﬁn,public ap woll ug
hign nr-hooln?tin the towra! How mre-the nodinds reucheod? Ars they 231 S1Ydlornd

(SRR

‘lns tho King of Hidjaz introducad ea it ic roported, now methhde—-modorn--ir
oducation!? .

e s P -
Vire Y AW WO UG WMAL VY Wi LU VU AN ACHE DY o OnY 2 A% THATA MANY amnanec T
' - . - .

whe have boen oducated in Furopo!

Is their attitiude teward voman cﬁnnging!'Thnir lifo'in town and tent, Their
sontiuwent lowards the Luropean, towards tse ‘“acricu, towarda their own rulers.

- V. -



-Re, 2, =7 om Ameen Rihuni.

14,

1s.

I6.

17.

19,

20,

21,

22,

23.

24.

25,

26.

27.

7]

20

30.

. against each othor.

¥hat is thoir fighting powor?! Are arms accossibla to Y
Any preparation, nocrat or othorwise, soong (The chiefn or the king

¥ho colls thom uras Loside Enginnd?! - Aﬁ; othor henida Englund: helping
tho rulers financislly!? n ’ :

Can they over develsp their country ngriculturully and comaarcinlly as to
becowo in tho cnd indoepondent financially of any Europonn poror-

%ill King Foionl sock tho aid of any othor thun nnclinh npnclnliut in
devoloping Rix UWasopotaminm?

THE OPEN DOOR T
Is 41t Possible with England dominutﬁng the comzercial ns well eso tho politi -~
cal cituntion!? B

13 thore any secrat undorstanding botwocn Engl&hd and Fuisal about the oil
wella of oaopntnmia. 3 - ..

-

Io thore any opportunitiss in hin Fingdom or any whoro clse in ihe Poninsula
for Amorican Copital ! red ~ el T .

hatabout tho irrigntion scheue vhich Enuliéh“énginscring hed otarted in
“onaopptumia boforo the war? c. . oL T .

NATIONALISN AND WORLD PROGRESS -

How far is tho spiri{ of n1txona;ism end sclf-dotermination conuiltpnt with the
spirit of human progress!

Ky

If the Arabs, to unite politically, cink back into lclaniaz, that in feanaticiem,
would thoir wolf-dotrmination be a curne 6T bloazing to tho warld?

How fur 2c the practical working of thé Munduti cyotom conaiatent vith the
cpirit of pationalium und indepandence! . .

How wuch does Eurepo depend upon {his natlon, Arabiu which ic at tho gate of
tho ,rient, and how wuch doeo Arabia dopond upon Luropca

If wo put an argped sentinel at the rnto, aro we surec of his loyelty-
Would Arabiu, oarmod and united, take tho plncc, in other words, or tho Uttoman
Eapiro and thus resucitate 111xthx many of the pcrnc;ioup fecturcu of Ottoman

rule, emong thom the Yustarn Gueitien!

v,k

2 Mnglead, by aelilivg iy simen co meccewade o, L Tl aliliieg Cee s
s8lf future encmies or {riondn. r 4n sho plann;ng in Arubia tedey for futurt
omargenciea in Indin?! Ig shn wrklng inady 1o move! Ur iz nhe preparing o now

bnse of onevntdian?
L]

N al )
SIOTRUG b Vhe uvuujun Aveing nor powor in the <iddle *gpst, vorking feor douw
in the Monr East?! J-g-“ritigh “mpiro Lo replace. Indie, which ohall cxtend {
the Yardenolles to Suist snd fro:a tho Lnop;an Sea 1e tho Porninn Gulr-

le it pomsible for Aworica und England to vork tegether in uonopotnmla.

— VV) -



Mr. Ameen Rihani,
' 325 East 68th Street, Octoter 27. 1899
Boy York City.

Sir: » ?0

Your letter of October 18th last, to the Honorable »
Henry P. Flotche;. Under Seorotary of State, Yias been \\\
referred to me. ) t;T;'

In reply I beg to ﬁnform you that ﬁhile I am interested
in your proposed visit £o the Hedjaz, I em not in s position {
to rmake any recommendations with regard to your journey. I
chould, however, be exoeedingly gled to talk the matter over
with you in case you should visit vashington prior to your
departure, or else, to hear the results of your visit on
your return.

A8 regerds the question of your obtaining a passpart,
it wiilﬁbe pecessary for you to apply in the regular way to
the pnsépcrt authorities in New York or to the Passport
Bureau of the State Department.in Washington.

I am, Sir,

oz °
Yoy A ageq Your obedient servant, 4ol oopyes
’ i 4 .
Por the Secretury Lr*s e: %

e

(“L‘.t

.
w7, Than.
h - 273

D22 N 84 Chief, Division of Hear RKastern affpire,
aL - s
YR /-"!b'B {,{/(" —%:::

— VY -
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MEEN RimAIN
xmmxlum‘n

NEW YORK
325 East 68th St,

CA

, dr, Varren D, o
Chisf, Pivisio

Depa

Dear Sir;
1 ea in
n} broposod trip
I expect to
I £hall have the

satter over,

TI0HAT 37, vES

hovember 22, I92I

X
buins, 2

n of Nedr Zastern Affairs,
rtmhnt-;f.Stntn,

Wachington, L, C,

receipt of your letter of the 27th ult. rerarding

to Hedjaz.

coas to Yashington sowc'day this month;whea

—

pleasure of calling or. yby to talk the

Yery truly yours,

//a-;@,,-
. S

_1

{

R
]
|

dL_//f Pr/m
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50
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SULICITOR'S OFFICE
AUG 201918

mvll‘lvlv N ATeTT

[}

v /
43 East 27th Street,
New York City, N. I.
pugust 21, 1918

The Honorable,
The Secretary of State,

washington, D. C.

ovYuIan XAaNT

Attention of Mr. Baker. .

Thr e 'c'/'gl

sir:
Referring to previous correspondence

about the order of the Mexican Government expelling

me and Mr. Fadl from Mexico, I beg to inform you

o

ithat Mr. Fadl has been permitted to return to that z
n

country and to reguest that you telegraph to our é 0

a.

“)

w

Ambassador at Mexico City to find out if I also
would be permitted to go to Mexico, should I vant

to do so.
Yours ié&pectfully,

ﬁ;ﬁ 4‘97/

71%1 ® t’zxj 2977 ! Qo '{‘s.,
N ﬂ? , .o
/4¢ , 2 (/Ln_-) f'J‘tJ B f f%& i-//f

D)., 1N @ crm P ORI,

"%Mw l/,gg
/ W\/ | BN

- V¢ -
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Mexico, September 27, 1918,

@JQ/T

?
WS

avaEam:

e
Lt . €. f@w
7 /

Hr

[
E

LRV S

Bl“l1 01 100

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,

Vashington.

With referepce to tho Departmcntﬂ"s telcgraphic instruction Mo.

b
—

1415 of August 28, 4 p.m., relative to the exrpulsion of kr. Ameen
Rihani, I have the honor to report the rece'ipt from the Foreign Of-

fice of a Hote dated the 17th instant, in which' 1t is stated, with

c et ¢ 1w omet pesxibla ta revoxm the ordex ot eyysanion ilae

suad against Mr. Rihani.

Tt fha hemar te o he Biv
Your obedient servant,
’\u/";f:@ W_
Charge d'Affaires.

TXuaNa

- \Vo —
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ALL COMMUNMICATIONS SHOULD
8C ADORELSSED TO
" “YME SECRETARY.

AMD NOT T3 ::;?v.l::;;‘“v BRITISH EMBASSY,
HMEMBERY OF THE sSTA .
* WASHINGTON, - .
May 19th, 1922. .

My dear Dullas:

‘fhank you very much for your letter
of lay 15th, and for supplying us with information
vith regard to Amin Ribani, . .

‘Very sincerely yburs,

———e
/- ’
A
SN+ S JE < S OF: JERN
Derertment of State,
Waahiretoan T&
HG/R.

~ W1 -
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e i .
—— = - EPRODWCED AT THE WAT (OMAL APCHI vES

= K « - :
H
L3 TiOnL & .
4- ¢ aApoazsexs To ~ H
€ SKCAGTARY, . i
* o~ SAImeK Tusassy -

AND NOT TO INIVIDUAL
MNEMBERS OF THE STAPE,

NG

American Journrlist, by birth o Srrien, nanecd
iZzin Tikani, arrived rt iden soms weels £330 o0n

-
Fd
- kis way to visit Tuz Seud end the -Idrisi. His

AN

ellezed object is the compocition of a hook on

arebia,fer vhich ke 15 colicetinz copy. Ze ic

sald to bBe o stron: pen-Lrub cnd iz in the cerpsily
< P
of & certain Constentine Yrani, Jiic iz on swmployce N

intrizucr.

i)
Q)\v{"\ : I d& not cwppoze thrt Fow hicve any in-
&V

forzptior cvout Ritarni, tut I thou:?
) while Zctting ren imnew kis asvesent:o.

Tery sSincorely yours,

/D oy ¢b o
[ Ry e A
PN SN I Y L i X L& S
"‘ - y“‘v
Deprrtment of State, —

Qreat3 3 Ve~ LTG 03 L ECE

iG/uc

— VWV -



. 775G . : - Ba&m AT “‘ M"WL FFives Co- el _f
. el ‘- ; , .
e ",‘,sAMERlCAN CONSULATE,-W,

_/ S ,_g:v;*%g ~ mmn, sTEri, August 14, 1922,

L
s
A

*7%# A7,
| 3408 X3gNI

I have the honor to Tefer to the Dspartment’'s oonﬁ.-

dential instruction of June 22, 1922, conceming one .lni_n o
- . S

or Ameen Rihani, a naturalised Amsriosn of Syrian birth,- _*E
[~

who is travelling in the Arad comntriss of the Near East =
~
~N

for the alleged purpose of colleoting materisl for & book.

Reoalling tha.t the British Consul Genaral had mads
inquiries of m recently with regard to the abore mentioned
psrson, I called upon my collelaguo and reoceived the follow-
ing information:

"RBihani, United States citizen of Syrian
origin, with Constantine Yanni, a Hedjas Gourn-
ment employse arrived Aden March 26th.

"Belisved to have introducticns from King
of Hedjes t0 Imam of Sanaa and ths Idrisi. lush-
ed to viait Iman.

"Saw Bﬂ.tish Rosuent with United States
Consul who ?

"Left Aden .Lpril lat for La.hoj. Stayed
theare 6 dsys. Thansce to Sansa under escort as
fauy a.s Protsctorate bordsr.

k#’f@r wi @iy ng i marn Q‘HMV rvp s e h Y s A e
be going to Jeizan vis Hodsida to see the Idrist,
thenoce tao Persisn Gulf and Irek.

MD4 Yl d emdatbod ha wumr ~nTVantdinme nntarial’

- = “rma¥k em ATeblia.

MRYD L Ak Y D e Wi

"Rihani & Yamni reached 3ansa. They say
they were well reocoived.

~ "Reached Hodelda May 22nd, 1922, end intend-
ed to go to mee the Idrisi.

- VA -
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AT THE € AT I AT AECHi vts

C meene e,

e Owi it of
Puliical e i:'cuhm

AMERICAN CONsULRTE-

4den, 4Arabis, Lovemb

P\ e .

y @
Ag2 X

ALY
AT (W

woner -4 [T |
DWIOK S _

TH!G

':-‘f-;,,_\_..N HINGTON.

.

a

Sir:

I.have the honor to refer to this Cons.'\";-late's

Y red

el IR AN I
.

decspatch lio. 17, dated Augyst 9, 1922, end to report that

|
|

wyi 77

it is now possible to give an account of the visit of

4nin Hek2ni to the Imem of the Yemen, aos told by one who

o
acconpanied him on the journey. &=
1] : s 3
Y Immediately after leaving dewia, the first out- 53
. =
bR post of the Imam on the Heushnbi frontier, Rehani assumed

P\~ the eir and bearing of a Syed, & title held by the descend-

\\} cnis of the prophet Liohammed, and ss¥ked his friend
N
_;D Constantine to call himscelf a Turi, elthough he had been

edvised by Ibn Z1 Wazir, the Imem's governor et iswia,
who kpew all asbout Zehani and the object’'of his visit, to
do awey with tricks a.nd‘pre‘;ense snd trevel as a Christian.

e owant, bowewar 83 2 dvad AT he rasched O osmn shavs

the Imam at once made ¥nown his trus status.

- R R I et e R T DUV G IR P e PRI QR VY
Tumor thatl ne came t0 the ilmam 83 an ambassaedor of the
Sheriff of ilecca, and that the Imam hed been expecting a

mecsenger frb]:; hin for some time. In no way, however,

would the Imam consider the establishment of En:/ closer

reictions

—\\a -



et 1 REPROOUCe5 AY Trié v ST RRR) ves
522 Mo 173,
Prars
AMERICAN coNsut.A'rr-: 2

L .-
L g 2 1

Am.eea "Riha.ni.._ i~

R

.....

Ba.cdad Iraq. Sepctenber 2%, 19;7 =
Cinfidentdal. i D T A

e — S e =
DEPARTMENT OF STATS
. W €A\

Ou. i t22
LN DIVISION OF
THE SECRETARY oF STATE - NEAR EASTEAN AFFAIRS.

WASHINGTON.

0C1 gove -the ?mcr to refer to the Department"é'-
1 CQ{_%?ential ing

Flm t oy

b one Ameen ‘Rinani, an American citizen of Syrien birth, .

ruction of June 22, 1922, concerning

o AAIAE,
MNng Y1g4

Mr, Rihani arrived at Bagdad about two weeks ago

—\717;7}

and has had & very favorable recention. He was widely

knom through his literary works and a number of

w*
‘d
societies and individuals have given receptions and . ._fa}'\
. - G ¥
dinners ia his honor. King Faisal nlaced a car at his “,,"":,o
D

disposal and considers him as his guest. He has had
oppertunity to confer with pecople 91‘ all shzdes of
opinion, has called on the High aéaia;ioner and c¢ther
British officials and has had several audiences with
the Xing. He a&:pears to de conducting himself in a

+

4 4 - H kY E . L -
very digcerest seoner zrd L onzve heard oo Tomndalad

azainst him.
BT, Rinan) went ryom Acden to asmdiy and thence
to Bagdad. The British would not permit him to go
ints Nejd to visit Ibn Saud. They would n.ct sven
allow him to cume to liesopotamia via Bahrein., -He has
applied to the High Commissioner hare for permisaion
- \Y. -
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- The National Archives of U.S.A.,. Document No. 312.112 R44. “a letter
from Ameen Rihani to the Secretary of State Concerning his Expulsion
from Mexicao” June 10, 1918.

- The National Archives of U.S.A.,. Document No. 32.112 R44L.3 “a Letter
from Embassy at Mexico city to the secretary of State informing him that
it is not possible to revoke the order of expulsion issued against Mr. Ri-
hani” September 27, 1918.

- The National Archives of U.S.A.,. Document No. 032. R44 “a Letter from
the British Emabassy in Washingtom to Departmet of State Inquiring
about Rihani and his Trip In Arabia “May 6, 1922.

- The National Archives of U.S.A.,. Document No. 032. R44 “Movements of
Amin Rihani During Visit to Aden and Interior” a Report Sent by the
American Cousul in Aden, Arabia, July 19, 1922.

- The National Archives of U.S.A.,. Document No. 032. R44 “Movements of
Amin Rihani During Visit to Aden and Interior” a Report Sent by the
American Cousul in Aden, Arabia, August 9,1922.

- The National Archives of U. S. A.,. Document No. 032. R44 “Ameen
Rihani” a Report sent by the American Consul in Baghdad, Iraq,

September 29, 1922.

- The National Archives of U.S.A.,. Document No.032 R44 “Experiences of
Amm Rihani in the Yemen” a Report sent by the American Consul in

. R R
el il WALl LHUVRIITUD Sy s e

- lht: Natlonal Archnves of US.A. Document No 890b UO/jj ‘a Letter

\ 4 ll\-t\dl lllllK (l l\\/ll '(I. \W1)) nl(lllla 'llllll l’\ﬂll\/\ i l\lllulll _l Iull'\\/ ‘J\JUGI.IIUAA

Syria, to Warren D. Robbins, Chief Division of Near Eastern Affairs, State
Department.” October 20,1923.

—~ VYN -



- The National Archives of U.S.A.,. Document No. 890 b.00/33 “ A Cov-
ering Letter from Edward M. Groth, Consul in Charge, Beirut, to the Sec-
retary of State with a Report on Arabia from Ameen Rihani” October 27,

1923.

- The National Archives of U.S.A.,. Document No. 890 F. 01721 “ Aletter
from Wallace Murray, Chief Division of Near Eastern Affairs, to Secretary
of State, About Arranging an Appointment for Ameen Rihani to meet
him” January 13, 1931.

- P.R.O./C.O. 935/1. a Report on Middle East Conference Held in Cairo and
Jerusalen, March 12, 1921.

- P.R.O./C.O. 935/1. a Report of the Interdepartmental Committee appointed
by the Prime Minister to make Recommendations as to the Formation of a
New Department Under the Colonial Office to deal with Mandated and
other Trritories in the Middle East.

- PR.O.J/C.O. 935/1. Committee to Discuss the Questions of the Civil Ser-
vice for Countries Under the Middle East Department, March 21, 1921.
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Ameen Al-Rihani:
The Dawn of his Relation
With the Department of State,
His Trip to Arabia and its Purposes

ABSTRACT

The study aims at tackling and explaining the very early beginning of the re-
lation and contact between Ameen Rihani, a poineer Arab scholar and an Amer-
ican citizen, and the Department of State. It tries to shed some light on and answer
several questions, concerning their relation, among which are the following:

— How this contact started and why?

— Of the two parties, who took the initiative, or the first step to start such re-
lation?

Since Rihani’s first trip to Arabia is the core of his ties and connection with
the Department of State, the Research is to focus, and concentrate on studying and
analyzing this trip, revealing, in particular, Rihani’s purposes, objectives and mo-
tives which may be behind this most difficult and long trip.

Also, throughout this research the knowledge of Ameen Rihani of Arabia’s af-
fairs before and after he made the trip, is examined, to find out whether such
knowledge was based only on mere imaginations and expectations, and to show
how he became, as a result of this trip, not just a knowledgeable scholar, but also
a distinguished authority in the field of the affairs of Arabia.

Besides what is mentioned above, other topics, in this study, are to be touched
upon, such as, the unlimited efforts made by Rihani in Arabia in order to bring
about peace, security, and unity among Arab rulers and kings, as well as urging"
them to introduce knowledge and technology in their countries.

Among other sources, specially Rihani’s books, this research depends mainly
on unpublished documents, which as far as I know. are studied and referred to as

references, for the first time.
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was studied thoroughly in a previous article by the researcher. -
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— Mohammed Thenayan Al-Thenayan, Ph. D.,

— Associate Professor, Department of History, Faculty
of Arts and Humanities, King Abdulaziaz Uni-
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~ Ph. D., Exeter University, England.

Publications:

- Unayzah’s Attack on Khurshid’s Soldiers and His
Siege of the city (Safar 1254 A. H.).

— The Historian Ibn Bassam (1270 - 1346 A. H.) His
Scholarly Identity and its Early Roots in the light of
a New or Overlooked Data.

— The Philosopher, and Historian Ameen Rihani, and
His Secret Relation With the Department of State,

US.A.
— Ameen Rihani’s Visit to Yemen: Was He Disguised?
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